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Feeding Time Budgets of Musk Deer ( Moschus berezovskii) Fawns During Lactation
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Abstract ; The feeding time budgets of musk deer Moschus berezovskii in captivity were assessed by all-occurrence sam-
pling. In the first month after birth, sucking time was the main portion of feeding time, while occupied 90. 8% , and green
feed (Ixeris denticulata) was 9.2% . In the second and third month after birth, feeding on succulence time became the main
portion, which occupied about 84.7% and 94.4% respectively, while total sucking time budget decreased to 15.3% and
5.1% respectively. During lactation period, female fawns spent more time on sucking milk, intake more Ipomoea batats and
Morus alba than males (P <0.05), but there was no difference (P >0.05) in eating mixed food and I. denticulaia time
between them. Singletons spent more time sucking milk and eating I. batats than twins(P <0.05) , but spent less time eat-
ing mixed food and I. denticulata (P <0.05). There was no difference in the time of eating M. alba(P >0.05). The feed-
ing time budgets showed that milk formed the main component of diet in the first month and succulence became the main di-

etary component in the following two months. Different milk proportion of diet indicated different nutrition condition among
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fawns.
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Fig. 1 Feeding time of musk deer fawn changes with week age
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